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Back Bay Trends — Development proposals continue strong 
in the Back Bay. Among the more intriguing are plans by New- 
bury Garage Associates LLC to raze the "Ritz Garage" at 46 
Newbury St. and replace it with a new six-story-plus garage, retail 
and office building. The project appears to be advancing—no con- 
cerns were raised about demolishing a building in the Back Bay 
Historic District (as occurred when the Boylston Street Copy Cop 
was targeted for the Apple Store). The proposed 4-6 Newbury St. 
project has been to the Zoning Board of Appeals which imposed a 
height restriction—the new building cannot exceed the height of the 
adjacent Burberry building. The building height is also constrained 
by the "no new shadows on the Public Garden" requirement, and 
the building facade is being cleverly designed to avoid any shadow 
encroachment. The project includes three stories of retail and three 
stories of office spaces in the 40,000 s.f. building. Architect: CBT. 
At the other end of Newbury Street, Kingston Realty Trust LLC 
will renovate the existing four-story 1908 building at 93 Massa- 
chusetts Ave. and replace the one-story building with a five-story 
structure on the part of Newbury Street facing the MassPike. The 
original plans for the project included razing the buildings and re- 
placing them with a new building up to 120 feet (per the underly- 
ing zoning) despite the fact that the site is in the downtown Interim 
Planning Overlay District which limits buildings to 65 feet. The 
new plan was approved by the Boston Redevelopment Authority 
The existing building, which currently houses three restaurants 


Parking Fines Up — The Boston City Council recently ap- 
proved Mayor Menino's FY 2009 budget, apparently making few 
changes to the $2.4 billion budget submitted for Council review. The 
FY09 budget, a 5.2 percent increase over the current year, identifies 
revenues and expenditures for the coming year. 

Fees and fines represent a significant source of revenue for Boston. 
Parking fines generated $62.8 million in revenue for the City in FY07, 
and the current budget estimates fines will increase to $76.5 million 
in FY09 through increases in "congestion related fines as well as an 
increase in the number of Parking Enforcement Officers..." In other 
words, fines are heftier and the City will be more aggressive. Driven 
by the desire for revenue, parking enforcement can often miss the 
mark in terms of promoting safety, efficient use of scarce resources, 
congestion relief, and good public policy. 

The table shows the old and new (July 1) fines with New York City 
(NYC) for comparison. 
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Proposed renovation and new addition to 93 Massachusetts Ave., corner 
of Newbury Street. 


and a futon store on the ground floor and offices above, will be 
substantially renovated and the addition will read as single build- 
ing from within. The proposed addition will be metal clad and 
will include limited construction above the existing building. The 
proposed massing will create minimal impacts for the abutting 
Eliot Hotel. Architect: CBT. 

In a constantly changing environment, Louis Boston will be va- 
cating its flagship store at 234 Berkeley St. at Boylston and Newbury 
streets, when its lease expires in two years. Louis will leave the 44,000 
s.f. freestanding building built as the Museum of Natural History in 
1863 for an undetermined location in a "trendier" part of Boston, 
either the Waterfront or South Boston. Not prone to high turnover, 
the building was occupied by Bonwit Teller from 1947 to 1988, and 
Louis Boston followed in 1989, 
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The "Ritz Garage" at 4-6 Newbury St. is proposed to be demolished and 
replaced with a mixed-use garage-retail-office building. 


What’s Up? 


Mayor Menino’s proposed 1,000-foot tower on the site of the 
City-owned garage in Winthrop Square is not advancing. The Federal 
Aviation Administration determined that 1,000 feet may obstruct aircraft 
using Logan Airport, but did not state what height would be acceptable (the 
site in the Financial District is zoned for 150 feet). The tallest Financial 
District buildings now are about 600 feet; the Hancock Tower in Back Bay 
is the tallest building in Boston at 790 feet. 

Other problems for developer Steve Belkin of the TransNational group 
have been the departure of famed architect Renzo Piano (Boston’s CBT 
took Piano’s place); lack of agreement with the City on the purchase price; 
lack of a major prospective tenant; the potentially long permitting process 
has not begun; and turmoil in the financial markets. 

Withdrawn—585 Commercial St. (North End) — The saga is 
over (for now). Developer GAS585 Commercial Street LLC suspended all 
activities forthe proposed residential development after intensive community 
input. After considerable effort the community had forced the developer to 
reduce the height and density of the proposal. Despite the changes—the latest 
proposal was a 55-foot, six-story building with 70 residential units, FAR 4.0 
and underground parking for 148 cars—many in the community still opposed 
the project. The Boston Redevelopment Authority analysis of the proposal said 
the project met the zoning requirements, 

The proposed project was suspended after the State Secretary of Environ- 
mental Affairs rejected the proposal, declaring it non-compliant with state 
environmental regulations and federal, state and city guidelines protecting 
waterfront areas. The developer may put the property up for sale. 

The Bremen Street Linear Park (East Boston) has been open for 
more than 10 months, but MassPike’s contractor, Barletta Construction, 
is still working on punch-list work along with Massport which has taken 
over maintenance and security at the park. Major issues include excessive 
standing water in the spray pool; unacceptable spray pool surface; inad- 
equate security fence in the active community gardens along Route 1. The 
same MassPike team designed and built the nearby Memorial Stadium, 
also two years behind schedule. Some $10 million has been spent on the 
two parks (not including Massport input) leaving some in the community 
to question the wisdom of using road contractors to build parks. 

The Boston Transportation Department quietly solicited for consultants 
to prepare new streetscape guidelines, last updated in 1999, long before 
“complete streets’—designing streets for all users—was popular. The 
guidelines will cover roadway design, sidewalk design, bulbouts, etc. In 
addition, the consultant will design bike lanes for Columbus Avenue in the 
South End, Dartmouth Street and Commonwealth Avenue in Back Bay. 
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Seaport Square — Developers Gale International, Morgan Stanley and 
W/S Development Associates on June | 1 filed a Project Notification Form 
(City)/Environmental Notification Form (State) for the Seaport Square 
project, a major development in South Boston on land now mainly open 
parking lots. The land, formerly owned by Frank McCourt, is bounded 
by Northern Avenue, Congress and Summer streets, with the western 
edge close to the Fort Point Channel. It is adjacent to the proposed Fan 
Pier project. 

The project totals are 6.5 million s.f. in a mix of uses. Approximately 
2.75 million s.f. of residential (about 2,500 units); 1.4 millions.f. of office 
and research; 1.25 million s.f. of retail; 60,000 s.f. of educational/civic/ 
cultural; and 500,000 s.f. of hotel (700 rooms) and 6,500 underground 
parking spaces. This scale of development is roughly equivalent to 5.5 
Prudential Towers and 5 Boston Common parking garages. 

The developers have requested a Phase One waiver from the Massachu- 
setts Environmental Policy Act Office to proceed ahead of the main review 
process for three blocks (abut 32 percent of the project) with residential 
and retail space near the Fort Point Channel. The public comment period aia 
ends July 1. Follow the progress with The Boston Informer. 













‘Dainty Dot’ saga over; controversy continues — The saga of 
the so-called Dainty Dot building, aka Auchmuty Building, (120 Kingston 
St., Chinatown) appears to be over. Developer Ori Ron reached agreement 
with the Boston Redevelopment Authority (BRA) to reduce the height 
by another 34 feet to 265 feet (the zoning limit is 100 feet) after previous 
| reductions from 345 feet to 299 feet. 

However, with the latest reduction the developer will completely demol- 
ish the 119-year-old Dainty Dot, giving up on commitments to preserve 
the facade. The number of condominium units is reduced from 180 to 147 
and the parking spaces dropped from 156 to 95. Despite the reductions, 
the proposed project still grossly exceeds what is permitted by zoning and 
bypassed the typical Boston Civic Design Commission review when the 
BRA requested the Commission approve it. The project’s 47 affordable 
units will be designed by Chia-Ming Sze Architects and built off-site. 

The Boston Preservation Alliance added the Auchmuty Building to its 
“Ten Most Endangered” list last year. Architect: Elkus Manfredi. 
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Update: Greenway Governance Legislation Under Scrutiny 
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jet TL Bending to citizen pressure, the draft bill authorizing the parcels. The Leadership Council will have an official con- eas ‘red f 
ws Tl B= Rose Fitzgerald Kennedy Greenway Conservancy to oper- sultation role, not the informal advisory role—when the we seca. oe Gl Glol ey — a le N the Globe. 
v Th Yes ate, manage and maintain the Greenway, proposed by House Conservancy Board asked for its advice—in the draft bill. ster Howe, tom Boston to. New Engler ghee: x 
[Le aT : f Steve Bailey, from Boston Globe to Bloomberg News, London bureau. 
iy eon Speaker Sal DiMasi (Boston Informer, Jan./Feb. 2008) has g Funding: An initial $2 million from the state—not the | | pave Mohler, from acting to permanent deputy secretary for Planning 
Th) ee been modified. Among the changes are: proposed $10 million MassPike was tapped for and 50 : ; 
nage he | for the Executive Office of Transportation (EOT). 
eS a —— m The lease to the Conservancy, a private, non-profit os ial percent of the operating budget up to $5.5 million per year | | Clinton Bench, from CTPS to Deputy Director for EOT. 

108 poration that is not accountable to the public, has been cut instead of a flat $5.5 million per year from the state. Puc Meade hs Blue Cross/Blue Shield Hota Raaky Basrlel 
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ii from 99 — to 20 — with oe for extensions. Blschangew: Strategic Communications. 
lita m@ Future design and building decisions on open-space par- ty Conservancy Board of Directors remains self-per- Joe Beggan, from Tetra Tech Rizzo to Harvard University Allston Devel- 
eof bo = cels are now proposed to be reviewed by MassPike and aia abttle Cll tiadlivalie a casei till denial opment Group. Spall dnc. aS a 
Hy the Leadership Council and will be subject to the Boston siti iisiale mee PP y Anne McKinnon, from Howard /Stein-Hudson to ) ; Edwards and Kelcey, 
Zoning Code. The draft had the Mayor as sole reviewer. P Janice Martin, from VHB to Jacobs Edwards and +e 







m The Conservancy remains accountable only for the public 
funds it receives. The Conservancy’s substantial private 
funds are not subject to public scrutiny. 





George Hines, from MBTA to Jacobs Edwards and Keleey. Ce 
istinguished Member of the American Society of Civil Engineers. 
Anne L. Collins, from registrar of motor vehicles to EOT. 
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Too big for this article and too big for the prime Greenway location. The Dainty Dot replace- 
ment is 165 feet taller than what zoning calls for. 








m The Leadership Council (13 members) will have a ma- 
jority of publicly appointed members and will take over 
responsibilities of the Mayor’s Task Force for open-space 
























by Tom Palmer 





The columnist "between careers." 


When I landed at The Boston Globe 
from southern California in August of 
1976, the U.S. bicentennial year, right 
after stopping to attend the Republi- 
can National Convention in my home 
town of Kansas City, I thought I would 
probably stick around in New England 
for five years. Maybe eight or ten, then 
move on. That, of course, was almost 
32 years ago. On May 16, I and oth- 
ers accepted the Globe’s latest buyout 
offer, a situation reflecting the serious 
challenges of the newspaper industry 
in a digital world. 

I had been an editor for five years in 
Los Angeles and Orange County, and 
I then spent five years as an editor at 
the Globe, on the national and foreign 
desks. I joined the Spotlight investiga- 
tive team for what I thought would be 
a year or two of reporting experience 
before putting my editor’s hat back on 
again. But I found reporting—being 
out in the world observing and inter- 
preting—suited me better than editing, 
which too often consisted of internal 
political battles and serial meetings. 
Reporting, also, was just more fun. 
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My turn at 





I had a total of 13 different jobs at the 
Globe. The work, though on some oc- 
casions it hardly felt like work, includ- 
ed covering the aftermath of the Shut- 
tle Challenger disaster, Oliver North’s 
defense of his Iran-Contra actions be- 
fore Congress, environmentalists try- 
ing to save seals from a rogue glacier 
in Alaska, and growing bilingualism in 
the United States. 

It also involved interviewing Yasser 
Arafat in Algiers, chronicling the elec- 
tion in post-Duvalier Haiti that turned 
into a small war, flying in to southern 
Sudan to cover one of Africa’s multiple 
civil wars, and sitting 
in a boring briefing in 
East Berlin in Novem- 
ber 1989 when a Com- 
munist bureaucrat took a 
piece of paper from his 
jacket and announced a 
technical change in the 
application process by 
which residents could visit the west. 
That turned out to be the fall of the Ber- 
lin Wall, erected, for what we thought 
was all time, when I was in junior high 
school. 

In addition, I enjoyed spending a year 
writing essays for the Globe’s Sunday 
Focus section, now called Ideas, and 
observing the world from a rather more 
conservative perspective than that held 
by most of my Globe colleagues, in- 
deed most of the people practicing in 
the media today and during my career. 
The letters in response to my pieces 
ranged from, “Refreshing ...where 
have you been hiding that guy?” to 
“Send that nutcase back where he came 
from.” The Letters to the Editor section 
usually published the latter. 

In the early 1990s, about to return to 
news reporting from the Focus section, 
an editor asked me whether I'd like to 


The real 


ON INFORME 
A Journalist Looks Back 





cover education or transportation. | 
like mechanical things and the physi- 
cal world, so I chose transportation— 
covering highways, rails, the airport 
and the seaport. And this thing just 
starting called the Central Artery/Tun- 
nel Project. What I didn’t realize when 
I took the job was how much the Big 
Dig would command my attention over 
the next decade, indeed how much it 
would fascinate, antagonize and trans- 
form the City of Boston. One of my 
first stories on the Big Dig was an in- 
crease in the price tag—$5.8 billion to 
$6.4 billion. It was up to about double 


estate beat—really just about 


people and places—was an opportunity 
to learn, and inform others, about the city, 


its skyline, its economy, architecture, de- 
sign, engineering, construction, materials, 
interiors. 





that when | left the transportation beat, 
in 2002, and other reporters chronicled 
the rise to $15 billion or so. As high as 
the cost went, and as much regrettable 
mismanagement as there was, it’s hard 
to look at the Ted Williams Tunnel, 
the Zakim Bunker Hill Bridge, and the 
Rose Fitzgerald Kennedy Greenway 
and say it wasn’t worth it. 

During most all of my reporting as- 
signments, I filled in occasionally on 
the City Desk, usually nights or week- 
ends when someone was on vacation. 
I helped direct local news coverage 
and kept my hand in the part of the 
business I started out in. The rewards 
of an editing job are less visible—they 
don’t come with a byline at the top of 
a prominent story—but they are real. 

It was with that kind of a blessed 
professional path, then, that I was un- 
suspectingly assigned to cover com- 
mercial real estate and development 


in 2002. It wasn’t a subject many re- 
porters were climbing over each other 
to cover, but what I’ve found in this 
job—a former colleague referred to it 
as a paid lifetime education—is that 
there is nothing that doesn’t become 
interesting if you dig in deep enough. 
Covering transportation—and_ the 
enthusiastic feedback | got from read- 
ers of the Starts and Stops column— 
had shown me how closely connected 
those systems are to development. The 
real estate beat—treally just about peo- 
ple and places—was an opportunity to 
learn, and inform others, about the city, 
its skyline, its economy, architecture, 
design, engineering, construction, ma- 


| never did conclude who is right—City 
Hall or neighborhood constant critic Shir- 
ley Kressel—when it comes to ‘Planned 


Development Areas' and the other clever 
tools BRA planners use to get around zon- 
ing, which is almost nonexistent anyway. 





terials, interiors. It provided an excuse 
to ask questions and to write about al- 
most any of the rich array of activities 
that goes on along any of those narrow 
streets of the city. 

Despite having lived in Boston 25 
years, when I took over the real estate 
and development beat for the Globe 
in 2002, I barely knew 99 High St. 


from 100 Federal St. Boston is a con- 
fusing city, and one can easily get 
turned around on those former cow 
paths downtown. But, having learned 
the street system (and how the Big 
Dig was changing it) over nine years 
of transportation coverage, | found it 
easy to pick up the where’s and why’s 
of Boston’s landmark and lesser build- 
ings. 

Now that I’m no longer that excruci- 
atingly objective reporter, | can admit 
to a few opinions and preferences. In 
a class by itself— knew that in 1976 
when | moved into a South End apart- 
ment that received light mirrored from 
the gorgeous tower—is the Hancock 
building in the Back 
Bay. Downtown, I’ve 
even come to grudging- 
ly appreciate the attrac- 
tion of the International 
Place towers. No secret 
I like the new InterCon- 
tinental Hotel, as | find 
myself there frequently; it isn’t ev- 
erybody’s taste, but it is definitely the 
new Boston. To be honest, my favorite 
recent building in the city is One Lin- 
coln St., State Street Bank’s elegant 
and symmetrical headquarters. As 
one Boston Redevelopment Authority 
(BRA) official told me (off the record) 
once: “It’s the last *80s-style building 
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'In a Class by itself..is the Hancock building in 
the Back Bay' writes Tom Palmer 


that will be built in Boston.” (1 don’t 
think that was praise.) 

I never did conclude finally who is 
right—City Hall or neighborhood con- 
stant critic Shirley Kressel—when it 
comes to “Planned Development Ar- 
eas” and the other clever tools that 
BRA planners use to get around zon- 
ing, which is almost nonexistent any- 
way. Yes, it would be nice, and much 
cheaper and quicker, for developers if 
the city didn’t make up the rules as it 
went along; but the process has resulted 
in a pretty darned good-looking city. 

I’m frequently asked what I liked 
covering best in my three decades in 
Boston. That’s an impossible ques- 
tion to answer, | liked so much of It. 
But covering that beat boringly labeled 
“real estate” was right up there among 
my favorites. 

Now I’m moving into a different 
career—advocating rather than pursu- 
ing objectivity; consulting in commu- 
nications and helping people get their 
stories told fully and fairly in a rapid- 
ly changing media world. As much as 
anything from my various jobs, I will 
miss working on the City Desk with the 
eager younger reporters. I came to re- 
spect them a lot, because they were the 
ones—more so than most in my own, 
baby-boom generation, I found—with 


the open minds. TBI 7/08 


Welcome to The Boston Informer 
The goal is simple: provide concise public information on 
construction projects, planning initiatives, and whatever else 
affects living and working in Boston. Welcome to The 
Boston Informer! 


You Were Asking 


Q. I hear a lot about the "powerful" Boston Public Im- 
provement Commission (PIC). What is it ? 

A. PIC regulates use of public ways, such as sidewalk cafes 
or canopies. But PIC's power comes from its role in the 
development process. PIC controls requests for street 
discontinuances, easements, roadway changes, street 
layout, etc., and can overrule commitments made in 
the development review process. Commissioners were 
elected from PIC's beginning in 1870 until 1954 when 
they became appointed. Chaired by the Commissioner 


The Boston Informer is published by ATC Information, Inc., six 
times yearly in Boston, Massachusetts. President: Anthony Casen- 
dino; vice-presidents, Anne McKinnon, Chris Fincham. 

The Boston Informer is available by mail only. $25.00 per year 
(cheap!). Questions? Telephone (617) 723-7030, fax (617) 437-1886 
or e-mail: BostonInformer@cs.com. Check us out on the web at 
www.bostoninformer.com! 





Officials in 2008 deba te the efficie ncy and of Public Works, other members are commissioners of In- 
safety of toll booths vs. high-tech tolling options spectional Services, Transportation, Property Management 
for I-93. The Boston Informer in 2002 asked, and Construction and the head of Boston Water and Sewer 
“Who needs toll booths...” Commission. PIC meets every Thursday at 10:00 a.m. in 


City Hall, Room 801. Legal notices in the daily newspaper 
announce the agenda and invite the public to attend. 

. [heard the Friends of Copley Square is defunct. Who 
now oversees activities at Copley Square and advises 
on permits and other activities affecting the park? 


. The Boston Parks and Recreation Department (BPRD), 
Ken Crasco, 617-635-4854. Without a new "friends" 
watchdog group stepping in, Copley Square will likely 
fall to the level of other City parks. The Friends of Copley 
Square and a predecessor group were active from 1984 
and were instrumental in redesigning the open space. 


. BPRD and Dept. of Conservation and Recreation finally 
widened and fixed part of the Fenway path near the Mu- 
seum of Fine Arts. However, the cobblestones at the path 
edge were changed—aren't they "Olmsted historic’? 

. No. The cobblestones lining the Fenway paths were 
installed as a summer youth make-work project under 
Mayor White in 1968. 


. The Big Dig spent nearly $14 million on ducts for 
cell phone service in the tunnels. They are unusable. 
Now MassPike is allowing cell phone companies to 


An easy way to collect tolls on the stalled S.E. epoxy unsightly cables to the tunnel walls. Why is 
Expressway to pay for the Big Dig (in fairness to MassPike doing this since driving while on the phone 


. ms is a hazard and may be banned? 
PARiSt aie PON Payers WHO Gay tcp Se ele) . MassPike needs the money—$1.6 million initially plus 


$560,000 per year. 
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